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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 05555 


EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BQG 

SUBJECT: STOBBE'S ROLE AS PRESIDENT OF BUNDESRAT 
REFS: (A) BONN 3986, (B) STATE 38283, (C) BONN 898 

1 . AT THE MARCH 21 BONN GROUP MEETING, THE US REP 
REPORTED AS INSTRUCTED (REFS B AND C). THE FRENCH REP 
(RICHARD) SAID THAT IN VIEW OF THE TWO PRIOR PRECEDENTS 
(SCHUETZ AND BRANDT), THE QUAI HAD NO OBJECTION TO 
STOBBE’S ELECTION BUT SAW THAT THERE MIGHT BE PROBLEMS 
WITH THE SOVIETS. THE UK REP (EYERS), ON INSTRUCTIONS, 
CONFIRMED THAT THE UK HAD NO OBJECTION BUT THAT THE FCO 
CONSIDERED IT IMPORTANT FOR THE PRACTICAL ARRANGEMENTS 
TO OFFER THE LEAST POSSIBLE SCOPE FOR A SOVIET CLAIM 

OF VIOLATIONS OF THE QA. THE FCO BELIEVED THAT STOBBE 
SHOULD EXERCISE DISCRETION AND THAT HIS FUNCTIONS AS 
ACTING FRG PRESIDENT SHOULD BE CAREFULLY REVIEWED, E.G. 
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HE SHOULD NOT SIGN LAWS WHICH CANNOT BE EXTENDED TO 
BERLIN. THE LATTER EXAMPLE EYERS TERMED A PRESENTATIONAL 
POINT. 

2. FRG REP (VON BRAUNMUEHL) EXPRESSED APPRECIATION AND 
SATISFACTION AND SAID THIS SHOWS THE FRG AND THE ALLIES 
CONTINUE ON COMMON GROUND. WHEN STOBBE IS ACTING FRG 
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PRESIDENT, THE FRG FAVORS THE STRICT OBSERVANCE AND FULL 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE QA AND BELIEVES THAT THE PRINCIPLE 
OF POLITICAL WISDOM MUST ALSO BE OBSERVED. 

3. VON BRAUNMUEHL DISTRIBUTED THE FIRST PART OF A 
STUDY THE FRG HAS PREPARED ON THE PRACTICES OBSERVED 
IN THE PAST BY PRESIDENTS OF THE BUNDESRAT WHEN THEY 
ARE ACTING FRG PRESIDENT. COPIES ARE BEING POUCHED TO 
USBER AND THE DEPARTMENT (EUR/CE). IN GENERAL, THE 
STUDY SHOWS THAT THE MEN WHO HAVE HELD THE OFFICE 
NORMALLY PLANNED NO EVENTS IN THE PERIOD WHEN THEY 
WERE ACTING FRG PRESIDENT AND DID NOT ACCEPT INVITATIONS 
WHICH WERE ADDRESSED TO THE FRG PRESIDENT. WITH 
RESPECT TO LEGISLATION, THE ACTING PRESIDENT SIGNS 

THOSE BILLS WHICH REQUIRE URGENT ACTION AND THOSE WHICH ARE 
MERELY ROUTINE. OTHER LEGISLATION IS HELD FOR THE 
PRESIDENT'S SIGNATURE. 

4. IN ANSWER TO THE DEPARTMENT S QUESTIONS IN PARAGRAPH 
3 OF REF B, STOBBE WILL BE ELECTED BY THE BUNDESRAT IN 
OCTOBER AND SERVE FOR ONE YEAR FROM NOVEMBER 1. AS 
NOTED ABOVE, HE WILL DEFER DOING SOME OF THE THINGS WHICH 
THE PRESIDENT DOES. WHERE THE ABSENCE OF THE FRG 
PRESIDENT IS FORESEEABLE (E.G. VACATION, TRIPS ABROAD), 

NO OCCASIONS ARE ORDINARILY PLANNED WHICH THE 
PRESIDENT WOULD NORMALLY ATTEND. IN CASES WHICH ARE 
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NOT FORESEEN (E.G. CATASTROPHES, DEATHS OF FOREIGN 
STATESMEN) OR ARE INEVITABLE (NATIONAL DAYS, BIRTHDAYS 
OF STATESMEN) THE ACTING PRESIDENT SENDS MESSAGES OF 
CONDOLENCE OR CONGRATULATIONS. REGARDING PRESENTATION 
OF CREDENTIALS, THE CUSTOM APPEARS TO BE TO DELAY THEM 
WHEN THE PRESIDENT IS ONLY TEMPORARILY INCAPACITATED 
BUT, IF A LONG DELAY IS FORESEEN, TO HAVE THE ACTING 
PRESIDENT ACCEPT THEM. NEITHER THE PRESIDENT NOR THE 
ACTING PRESIDENT ACCEPT INVITATIONS BY FOREIGN EMBASSIES 
TO NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS IN BONN. 
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